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Real Estate Trends

Financing Options for 
Buyers
Navigating Mortgages and Loans When Preparing to 

Buy Your Home

Navigating the array of financing options available 

to homebuyers can be challenging. Understanding 

the differences between convenational loans, 

FHA loans, and VA loans can help you make an 

informed decision.

CONVENTIONAL LOANS 

Conventional loans are the most common type 

of mortgage and are not insured by the federal 

government. They typically require a higher credit 

score and a larger down payment compared to 

government-backed loans. However, they offer more 

f lexibility in terms of property types and loan terms. 

Conventional loans can be either fixed-rate, where 

the interest rate remains the same throughout the 

loan term, or adjustable-rate, where the rate can 

change after an initial fixed period. 

FHA LOANS 

Federal Housing Administration (FHA) loans 

are designed to help first-time homebuyers and 

those with lower credit scores or limited down 

payment funds. These loans require a minimum 

down payment of 3.5% and are more forgiving of 

credit score issues. FHA loans are insured by the 

government, which protects lenders and allows them 

to offer more favorable terms. However, borrowers 

must pay mortgage insurance premiums (MIP) for 

the life of the loan. 

VA LOANS 

Veterans Affairs (VA) loans are available to active-

duty service members, veterans and eligible surviving 

spouses. VA loans offer several benefits, including 

no down payment requirement and no private 

mortgage insurance (PMI). These loans are backed 

by the Department of Veterans Affairs, which allows 

lenders to provide competitive interest rates and 

favorable terms. To qualify, borrowers must meet 

specific service requirements and obtain a Certificate 

of Eligibility (COE). 

USDA LOANS 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers 

loans to low- and moderate-income buyers in eligible 

rural and suburban areas. USDA loans require no 

down payment and have lower mortgage insurance 

costs compared to FHA loans. To qualify, borrowers 

must meet income eligibility requirements, and the 

property must be located in a designated rural area. 

JUMBO LOANS 

Jumbo loans are used to finance high-value 

properties that exceed the conforming loan limits set 

by the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA). 

These loans typically require a higher credit score, 

a larger down payment and more stringent income 

and asset verification. Jumbo loans are available in 

both fixed and adjustable-rate options and can offer 

competitive rates for well-qualified borrowers.

F inding the right neighborhood is just as important 
as finding the right home. Here are some tips to 
help you identify the perfect area for your lifestyle 

and needs. 

ASSESSING YOUR PRIORITIES
Start by making a list of what’s important to you in a 
neighborhood. 

Consider factors such as proximity to work, quality of 
schools, access to public transportation and availability 
of amenities like parks and shopping centers. Rank these 
factors in order of importance to help narrow down your 
options.

RESEARCHING THE AREA
Take the time to research potential neighborhoods 
thoroughly. Look up local crime rates, school ratings and 
property values. 

Visit the area at different times of the day and week to 
get a sense of the community. Online forums and social 
media groups can also provide valuable insights from 
current residents.

EVALUATING AMENITIES
Check the availability and quality of amenities in the 
neighborhood. Are there grocery stores, restaurants and 
entertainment options nearby? 

If you have children, consider the availability of 
playgrounds, daycare centers and extracurricular 

activities. Access to healthcare facilities and public 
services is also crucial.

CONSIDERING COMMUTE AND TRANSPORTATION
Evaluate your commute to work and other frequently 
visited places. Proximity to major highways, public 
transportation options and walkability can significantly 
impact your daily routine. 

Test out the commute during peak hours to see if it’s 
manageable and aligns with your lifestyle.

EXPLORING THE COMMUNITY
Spend time in the neighborhood to get a feel for the 
community vibe. Attend local events, visit parks and talk 
to residents. 

A friendly and active community can enhance your 
living experience and provide a supportive environment. 
Consider the neighborhood’s demographics and whether 
they align with your preferences.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLANS
Investigate any future development plans for the 
area. New construction projects, zoning changes and 
infrastructure improvements can affect property values 
and the overall atmosphere of the neighborhood. 

Understanding these plans can help you make an 
informed decision about whether the area will meet your 
long-term needs.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPOTLIGHT

Tips for Shopping for Your Next 

Perfect Neighborhood
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ELECTRIC AND PLUMBING SUPPLY

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!

1900 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, WA
(360) 574-3134  |  GroverElectric.com

“





SEE WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY ABOUT US
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Featured Homes
ColumbianHomes.com

Reducing your carbon footprint is a reason 
to renovate that you can feel good about.

These projects from EcoWatch can help you save money and the Earth.

PUT IN ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING
LED lights use up to 90% less energy than regular bulbs, and putting 
them in as your regular bulbs burn out is one of the easiest Earth-
friendly upgrades you can do. LED bulbs can save customers up to 
$225 per year on energy bills. Those less-expensive lights mean you 
can leave curtains and blinds pulled on hot days, saving you more 
money on your cooling bill than you’re using on lighting your home.

REUSE, RECYCLE
Repurposed and reclaimed materials still have a purpose, even 
in home improvement projects. Look for materials that are still 
structurally sound and available in the quantity you need to complete 
the project. EcoWatch recommends checking online sites such as 
Freecycle, Craigslist and Facebook Marketplace, and also brick-and-
mortar stores such as Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore.

SWITCH TO SOLAR
The cost of solar panels has dropped by more than 70% in the past 10 
years, EcoWatch says. Consider installing solar panels to power your 
home or even just parts of it that tend to use lots of energy, such as 
water heaters and landscape lighting. Solar attic fans can help suck 
the heat trapped in attics out, saving your home from damage to 
insulation, roofs and more.

USE LOW-VOC PAINTS
If you’re literally going green, as in painting some accent walls or 
touching up some trim, consider using low-VOC paints. VOCs, or 
volatile organic compounds, are chemicals used in paints and other 
items that are emitted into the air as gasses. These gasses can cause 
both short- and long-term health issues.

GROW SOME GREEN
Save on your food bill and add to the natural beauty of your home 
by planting a garden. Indoors, consider a salad garden or an herb 
garden. Outside, a garden can reduce erosion and improve soil health. 
Look for indoor plants that are natural air purifiers, which will give 
your home cleaner oxygen and fresher air. Outdoor plants should be 
pollinator-friendly and work well with the natural environment.

A  P R O D U C T  O F  T H E  C O L U M B I A N ’ S  A D V E R T I S I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

- Greenshoot Media

Tackling Sustainable Projects
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Additions, Remodeling. Kitchen,
Bath, Roofing, Siding, Decks,
Fencing, Paint, Sheetrock.
Landscaping. Cement work.

35+ yrs exp. Lic# columni77134
360-721-5638

1980-Started Business. A A A+
Additions, decks, roofs, kitchens, dry-
rot, new construction, baths-Everything!

panamnw10201 360-771-3229

Construction/Remodeling

CONCRETE / ASPHALT.
Driveway and sidewalk repairs. Lic.
QUAMSQH786NP, bonded, insured.
Sr / Military Discount. 360-513-6627

CONCRETE. All types of finish.
Driveways, Sidewalk stamp, Concrete.
Senior Discount. Lic.# Rivercs778M4.

360-910-4983 or 350-721-5170

Concrete/Cement

ASHLEY CHIMNEY SERVICE
& MASONRY

Summer Specials ~ Call Today.
360-253-8423 #ashlecs804pt

Chimney Sweep

Carpet Cleaning, 3 Areas cleaned
$114. Services: restretching, tile,
grout, stain removals. 24 yrs exp.

360-356-4500 Owner/operator

Carpet Cleaning

columbian.com

Business & Services Directory
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

GUTTER/ROOF CLEANING.
Moss Removal Treatment, pressure
wash. Quality work. 12 yrs. exp. Free
Est. #advanhl852lt 503-896-3986 in Vanc

Gutters

Vancouver Glass Co
Auto and Home Orchards

360-254-6099 / Downtown 360-693-7831

Glass Service

SEASONED DOUG FIR or ALDER
Firewood $280 cord.

Half cords avail. Cut/Split/Delivered.
Call 360-991-6044.

Fuel

JONES NW FENCE CO, LLC.
10+ yrs. Design, Install, Repair, Protect:
Wood, Ornamental, Farm, Chain LInk.
License & Bonded. Free Estimates.

Text Ken 360-690-6724

BEST FENCE CO. Fencing Specials!
Wood, Chain Link, Ornamental Iron,
Vinyl Farm Fence, Auto Gates. Free
Estimates. 360.518.4478 bestfc*044bb

thebestfencecompany.net

Fences

MITCHELL ELECTRIC. Residential &
Comm’l Service Calls. Electrical
panel changes, EV outlets. Lic, ins,
bond. #mitchei930l2 360-771-6453

Electric

Custom Decks / Fences and Repairs.
Staining, painting & all other repairs.
Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured.
Sr / Military discount. 360-513-6627

Decks

LEGAL NOTICES  

PUBLISHED IN  

THE COLUMBIAN ARE  

ALSO ONLINE AT  

wapublicnotices.com

ELMIRA’S CLEANING SERVICES LLC
We clean so you can relax. 20 years
experience. Affordable, reliable, senior
discount, references. 360-450-8639.

AAA TRIPLE CLEANING 20 yrs.
exp. Licensed, insured. Free estimates.

Senior Discounts. 360-931-7907.

House Cleaning

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Home maintenance, repair, upgrades,

floors, decks, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, texture, etc. Lic.

QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured. Sr /
Military Discount. 360-513-6627

Handyman. HOME IMPROVEMENTS,
Repairs & Remodeling. Commercial
& Residential. Bathroom, Kitchen,
Doors, Windows, Floors & Drywall. 25
yrs exp. Lic# HOMEFFC796C3 Bond,
Ins. homefleetco.com 360-975-9817

GENERAL HANDYMAN. No job too
small, all variety of home maintenance
and repair. Lic., Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates. homerepair.honeydo@gmail.
com 360-719-8279. #HONEYDH771M1

Handyman

Moss Treatment, Gutter Cleaning &
Repair of clogged Gutters & Down-
spouts. Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond,
insured. Sr Discount. 360-513-6627

Gutters

SEARCH

LEGAL NOTICES  
AT  

wapublicnotices.

An Oriental Landscape. Cleanup,
prune, trim, maintain, bark dust, thatch,
aerate, more. Sr. discount. FREE estimates.

360-798-7123/ 360-737-6635

SAENZ YARD SERVICE. 360-433-5781.
Complete yard work & maintenance.
Tree cutting - all kinds. Residential/
Comm’l. Work guaranteed. Free es-
timates. saenzyardservices.com

THAT LAWN GUY.
Please call so I can help you with

your grass & landscaping needs. NO
IRRIGATION JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL.
360-567-8703, Jason Gross, owner.

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

Services A- Z. Cleaning contents, crime
scene cleaning, drug cleaning, fire/
smoke cleaning, Hoarder cleaning.
100% satisfaction guaranteed.
24 Hour Service (971) 895-4262

House Cleaning

VAZQUEZ YARDWORK, Free Estimates,
Mow, Edge, Weed, Trim, Decorative
Bark & Rock, Design & Installation.
Call 360-747-4548 or 360-644-8707

Professional Landscaping at Competi-
tive Prices. 18+ yrs. Lawn/garden care,
aerate, maintenance, mow, clean ups &
more. 100% satisfaction. 503-490-5837
montanalandscapingmaintenance.net

Mowing, Edging, Pruning,
Trimming, Weeding, Sodding,
Clean Ups, Sprinkler Systems,
Tree Service. #SOLORLL773JS

MIGUEL’S LANDSCAPING LLC.
Yard clean ups, Sprinkler systems,

Pavers, Retaining Walls, Fences & more.
We accept Credit Cards. 360-852-1417
www.miguelslandscapingcons.com

Maintenance, Clean up, Mow, Trim,
Sprinklers, Fences, Retaining walls,
Pressure wash, Blackberry Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES. 360-723-3740

GREEN LANDSCAPE. Yard
Design, Landscaping, Pruning, Clean up,
Sprinklers, Stain Fences. Free Estimate.
360-771-4447 greencare81@gmail.com

♣ ♣ SUMMER SPECIAL ♣ ♣
Full Service Lawn Care

Cleanups & more. Free Estimates.
# GARCILS830J0 360-984-7342

GARCIA LANDCARE LLC. Res. &
Comm. Maintenance, clean ups, trim-
ming, barkdust, sprinkler systems, pres-
sure washing, fences, retaining walls,
concrete. garcialandcare@icloud.com
Free estimates, Leo 360-607-9781

GABRIEL’S LANDSCAPING & SUMMER
CLEANUPS. Leaf blowing, quality main-
tenance, pressure washing. Reliable, 14
yrs. Quality work, Refs. 360-723-2826.

First time 10% off! Yard clean ups,
install: pavers, walkway, new irrigation
systems.#newgrgl822n9 360-500-1752

NewGreenLandscapers.com
penalozanewgreen.12@gmail.com

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

Quality Service, Excellent Price
House cleaning, pressure washing,
exterior house painting, basement &
crawlspace waterproofing. Free esti-
mate. 40%off Exterior House Painting.

PRESSURE WASHING. Summer Spe-
cial! Driveways, Sidewalks, Decks,
Fences Houses & Buildings. We Clean
it All Big or Small! Lic# HOMEFFC79
6C3 homefleetco.com 360-975-9817

Power Washing / Window Cleaning.
Residential/commercial. Decks, drive-
ways, homes, buildings. Lic, bond,
ins. Senior/Mil. Disc. 360-513-6627

A1 AFFORDABLE ROOF CLEANING
& PRESSURE WASHING Ask about
our DRIVEWAY SPECIAL! Flat work &
roofs. Superior work. Prices can’t be
beat! #a1affa*861l6 360-609-7696

Pressure Washing

FAST,FRIENDLY,HONEST
Water Heater Service. STREAP*772KC

www.streamline-plumbing.com

CLOGGED DRAINS?
Hydro jetting, water heaters, sewer cam-
era inspections and more. Free phone
advice/estimates. Owner/Operater. Call
or text 360-953-9390 / drainhound.com

Plumbing

PAINTING - RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, Interior & Exterior Specialist.
25 years Experience with Professional
Results. Lic# HOMEFFC796C3 Bond
Ins. homefleetco.com 360-975-9817

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
Senior discounts. Call for quote.

#dadhohr920B3

Painting
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Or check our 

Home & Lifeff styt lyy e 

sectitt on evevv ry r

Saturdrr aya !yy

Find your next home or 

realtor in our HomeBook, 

which publishes monthly.

TO ADVERTISE:  Call 360-735-4583

perfect home?
Looking for your

Your Way Home Begins Here

columbianhomes.com

OTR Truck Driver 

(multiple openings) 

(Vancouver, WA & various  

unanticipated truck routes) 

Drive a truck or tractor-trailer combo  

with a capacity of at least 26,001 lbs GVW 

 on designated routes. CDL or foreign 

equivalent required. 

Mail resume to 

Skyline Transport Group LLC, Attn: HR 

6110 NE 152nd Ave 

Vancouver, WA 98682

ColumbianJobs.com
columbian.com

To advertise call Valerie Sloan at 360-735-4583 
or email employmentads@columbian.com 

ROOF/GUTTER CLEANING.
Moss Removal Treatment, Pressure
Wash. Quality work. 12 yrs. exp. Free
Est. #advanhl852lt 503- 896-3986 in Vanc

ALL COUNTY ROOFING 360.869.1141
Roofing Contractor. New install &
Reroof. Free Estimates. Metal, Asphalt,
Flat roofs. #allcocr822qf Lic.Bd.Ins.

Roofing/Roof Cleaning

columbian.com

Business & Services Directory
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

YOUR BEST  
SOURCE FOR

INFORMATION

APPLE SIDERS! 25+ years. Craftsman.
Painting, Vinyl, cedar siding. Hardiplank,
decks, fencing, exterior repairs, remod-
els 360-773-9183, Tim. #applesdr020

Siding

ROOFING, GUTTER & SIDING IN-
STALLATION & REPAIR. Drywall repair/
replace also. Residential & Commercial.
Remodels. Lic# qualiml786js Insur-
ance. Bond. WA/OR. 360-726-0785

Roofing/Roof Cleaning

News straight to  
your inbox

Subscribe to the latest Clark County, Northwest 

and other news delivered directly to you 

mornings and afternoons each weekday.

Quality items from attic to basement to
backyard - Priced to Sell! Multi-family
donations for fundraisers. Come and
find your treasures! Sat, Aug. 24, 7:30
am - 4 pm. North Pointe Estates (use
maps). 9908 NE 102nd St. 98662

Garage 
Sales

Only $40 

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

360-567-8547
Residential & Commercial

Landscaping - Tree Trim & Topping
Land Clearing - Excavating

Lic # leoztts862rk

100% Reliable
360-281-7045

PA’S TREE SERVICE.
Removals, trimming, pruning,
clearing, & stump grinding. 24/7
service. We Beat Any Price. Free
estimates. 1st time customer
disc. Sr. & veterans discounts.
Licensed, bonded & insured.
www.pastreesvc.com

Tree Work

RYOBI 40 volt cordless battery string
trimmer, like new $75. RYOBI 14” gas
chain saw $50. 360-334-0469.

Merchandise For Sale

Merchandise  
for Sale

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

PUBLIC WELCOME!
Speed’s Towing of Vancouver.

6601 E. 18th St Vancouver, WA 98661
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION
Thur., August 29, 2024 at 11:15am

Preview day of auction begins 8am.
360-696-3678. Website:

www.speedstowingvancouver.com

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE #570
TLC Towing - 360-887-1606

9609 Old Pacific Hwy
Woodland, WA 98674.

Sale Tues. 08/27/2024 @ 12:00 PM
Inspections at 11:00 AM

2011 FREIGHTLINER CAS YAJQ370
OR

1982 UTILITY TRAILER QA35NA FL
2008 GM ENVOY BND0685
2005 VOLVO S40 BWU1232
2002 FORD EXPLORER BVJ1826
2001 CHEVY MALIBU CDC7328
1997 FORD MUSTANG BZX8639
1998 NISSAN FRONTIER 833912

OR
1999 SUBARU FORESTER CMB6323
1999 GMC SURBURBAN CDC4638
2001 HONDA SHADOW VLX

VIN 1M210310
2016 HYUNDAI ELANTRA CHZ8739

Autos For Sale

Wheels
Call for details on 

selling your vehicle

360-993-5050

The Classifieds
columbian.com

To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-735-4572 
or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

CALL BEFORE YOU CUT!
Tree Permits are required in Vancouver.
For information: www.cityofvancouver.

us/urbanforestry or 360-487-8308
urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us

City of Vancouver WA

4 A’S TREE SERVICES
Best price & service in town.

Removal, trimming, view clearing,
shrub shaping, etc. Stump grinding.
Emergency services avail. Free es-
timates. Various discounts available.
Lic., bonded, ins. 360-513-5150

Tree Work

AMERICAN BULLY PUPPIES. Born
5/6/24. 3 females, 1 male. Vet checked.
Vaccines up to date. Good health, mom
& dad on sight. Call 360-702-6690.

Pets and Supplies

WANTED: SPORTS CARDS.
CA$H ready for your collections!

Any years, any kind. Vintage baseball
preferred. 360-513-8519

WANTED: ROCK COLLECTIONS.
Agate, Jasper, Jade, mineral

specimens, etc. Call 541-399-5039

WANTED: OLD TRAINS & TOYS
Lionel, American Flyer, Ives,

Marx, Marklin. Call 360-576-1602.

CASH FOR Vintage Bourbon & Whiskey
360-921-1250

Will purchase dusty old bottles of whis-
key, bourbon, rye. ONLY FULL &
SEALED!! Interested in all bottle sizes
including minis and decanters from 90’s
& earlier. Will consider old scotch, rum,
etc. Jkcmp5@comcast.net

Wanted to Buy

FIND the right buyer for your 
unwanted items – in The Columbian’s 

Call 360-993-5050

REYES TREE SERVICE. Professionals in
structural pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, hedge trimming. Licensed, in-
sured, bonded. 24/7. (360) 721-3797.

QUALITY DOESN’T COST MORE. Tree
Preservationist! WE DO QUALITY PRUN-
ING & REMOVAL. Certified arborist & tree
risk assessor. 360-624-3128 woodctc953nj.

Tree Work

REWARD for missing rifle, Husqvarna
30.06 w/ 3x9 scope, in hard case.
Serial# FFV 501701 $1500 for return or
info leading to return. No questions
asked. 360-624-0384.

Lost

★ Huck Finn! ★

Lonely Too Long
Joyful and happy one and a half year
old 64 pound black and white male
neutered male Saint Bernard/
American Pit Bull mix, current on
inoculations, Huck loves everybody he
meets; even going to the veterinary
hospital is an adventure. He likes to
play hard, running as fast as he can,
then settle down for a long nap. And
he also loves his toys, the company of
other big dogs, and just being goofy!
Needs a home with a large yard where
he can run around and experienced
dog owners, best with big dogs and
children over 10 just because of his
own size. Has not lived with cats so
best in a home without cats. In board
and train, training continues after
adoption.
For more information, video and pic-
tures call (503) 625-4563 ; E-mail

gocbwatchdog23@gmail.com

Pets and Supplies

FIND the right buyer for your unwanted 
items – in The Columbian’s Classifieds! 

Call 360-993-5050

Custom WOODWORX.
Furniture for that special space.
360-798-1527 custow*983d7
www.customwoodworx.com

Wood Working

WINDOW WASHING.
Exterior & Interior. Screens and
tracks included. Lic# HOMEFFC796C3
homefleetco.com 360-975-9817

Window Cleaning
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CommunityInMotion.org

We are actively seeking volunteer drivers. 
COULD YOU HELP?

To learn more about our work, sign up to volunteer, or to support our mission, 
please visit:

Our services include:
• Employment Transportation
• Mobility Management
•  Non-Emergency Medical Transportation
• North County Shuttle Service

• Reserve-A-Ride Transportation 
• Sponsor-A-Ride Transportation 
• Trip Resource Center
• Volunteers in Motion

Reliable transportation is a barrier to independence and well-being for 
many people in our community. It is our passion and mission to break 
that barrier for Clark County’s most vulnerable populations.     

Our activities include:
•  Providing approved rides to seniors and those with disabilities
•  Training our team of volunteer drivers
•   Sharing our community-access vehicles with other local nonprofi ts

Join us to 
help keep our 

neighbors 
mobile!
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