
Don’t wait for spring; start potting an indoor 
paradise that will add some color and 
vibrancy to your living space.

PLANT A MONEY TREE
Not literally (we wish). A money tree features a 
braided trunk topped by bright green, almond-
shaped leaves. Give it six or so hours of indirect 
sunlight and water it when the soil is dry. Give it a 
big enough pot, and it can grow up to eight feet 
tall for a real showstopper of a plant.

PURIFY THE AIR
Houseplants can also work to clean up the air in 
our homes. Spider plants are particularly good 
at this, and their striking green and white foliage 
adds interest to any space. Give it plenty of light 
and water weekly, and the plant just might start 
shooting off babies that you can repot and give as 
gifts or liven up any other room.

PLANT SOME PEACE
Peace lilies are great for plant parents who love a 
little too hard. And by that, we mean overwatering. 
Give it plenty of light and you’ll see flowers in no 
time. Be warned if you have pets; this plant can be 
toxic to cats and dogs.

GIVE SOME LOVE
If you have a corner that needs an interesting 
trailing plant, look no farther than the string of 
hearts. This African succulent has vines festooned 
with heart-shaped leaves. They can grow up to 12 
feet long and, like most succulents, are forgiving 
and easy to propagate.

NO LIGHT? NO PROBLEM
The rubber plant, a native of Asia, thrives in low-
light environments. Water it about once a week or 
whenever the soil is dry for best results, and keep 
it well pruned. Another warning for pet owners: 
Rubber plants are toxic to cats and dogs.

AIR PLANTS
If soil gives you the ick, welcome to air plants. 
Tillandsia grows without dirt and comes in funky 
shapes and sizes. Dunk them in water for a few 
hours every couple of weeks.
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Winter’s long, dark days can leave you longing to get your hands dirty in the garden.

Real Estate Trends

After Your Foreclosure
Millions lost their homes to foreclosure during the 
economic downturn of the late 2000s.

Then those rates stabilized until 2021-22 when 
a pandemic-based moratorium on foreclosures 
was lifted. ATTOM, a real estate data company, 
reported a total of 100,546 U.S. foreclosure  
filings in the third quarter of 2023, including 
bank repossessions, defaults and auction. That  
was up 3% from the second quarter and 9% from 
the year before. 

States with the greatest annual increases were 
North Carolina (which rose 53% in the third 
quarter) then Louisiana (47%), Pennsylvania 
(24%), Alabama (18%) and Nevada (16%). 
There are many challenges associated with this 
unfortunate turn of events, but the good news is, 
a foreclosure doesn’t mean your homeownership 
chances have ended. Here’s how to start over:

ASSESSING YOUR FINANCES 
Once the foreclosure is complete, take an in-depth 
look at your financial health. Focus on income, 
debt and regular expenses in order to get a clear 
idea of what you can afford moving forward. With 
these numbers in hand, decide on your goals. 
Have you maximized all of your possible income 
potential? Assess your savings, making sure you 
are prepared for retirement or contingencies in the 
meantime. Most experts recommend that you have 
a couple of months’ worth of savings in case of 
job loss. Diversify your investments, so that you’re 
better able to weather market changes. 

Rebuilding Your Credit  
Focus on excess spending, and explore ways to 
lower your debt and the interest you pay. Your 
debt-to-income ratio will have a direct impact on 
buying power next time. Your credit score will 
obviously be negatively impacted by a foreclosure, 
so the more you can do to lower your overall debt, 
the sooner those numbers will improve. Pay your 
bills on time, every time, and stay on top of your 
credit report. If updates or corrections need to 
be made, be prepared to vigorously pursue those 
changes. Finally, remain patient. Improving any 
credit score takes time. 

Gathering Needed Resources  
Save, save, save. The larger your down payment, 
the lower your interest rate, and thus the less you’ll 
have to pay. You also won’t be subject to private 
mortgage insurance, which can significantly 
add to your monthly note. If you end up having 
difficulty securing a conventional mortgage 
because of your difficult credit journey, consider 
applying for government-backed loans from 
the Veteran’s Administration or FHA. They’ll 
have lower credit score requirements, making 
qualifying a lot easier. For instance, FHA loans 
would traditionally require a credit score of 580, 
and a 35% down payment. FHA only asks for a 
score of 500 if you make a higher down payment. 
The debt-to-income ratio for approval is not more 
than 43%, with a steady employment history and 
regular income. 

Getting Started  
Once you’ve repaired your credit and built up a 
comfortable down-payment nest egg, contact a 
qualified real estate agent. They can help smooth 
the way for your house hunt by pairing you with a 
property that matches your budget and your needs, 
while taking into account your credit journey. With 
time and effort, you’ll recover from foreclosure and 
own again. Practice patience and persistence.

Your Way Home Begins Here
columbianhomes.com

Quickly find your new home with SW Washington’s 
most comprehensive source of home data.

Find Your 
New 

Home
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Clark County has a  
colorful history! 

Get a snapshot into the past in  

each Weekend Edition with

Images from the Attic:  

Clark County History.

Photo provided by Clark County Historical Museum

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

WHAT YOU WOULD DO: 
Assist utility customers by phone 
and in person regarding changes in 
service, billing inquiries, payment 
arrangements and other utility 
services.  Full-time and part-time 
positions are available and hours may 
include days, evenings and weekends. 

Candidates must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent, at least three 
years of customer service experience, 

Successful members of our Customer 
Service team are creative problem 
solvers, demonstrate superior written and 
verbal communication skills, and have 


QUALIFICATIONS:

Equal Opportunity Employer
At Clark Public Utilities, we are committed to being a place where a diverse mix of 

talented people want to come, to stay and do their best work.

BENEFITS: SALARY:

HOW TO APPLY:

Employees and dependents are eligible for 
medical, dental, vision, basic life insurance 
and disability insurance.  Employees 

enroll in deferred compensation plans.  
Employees receive eight hours of vacation 
leave and sick leave each month and 
twelve paid holidays each calendar year.

Salary ranges are market based 
and established annually.  With full 
competency in the role and satisfactory 
performance the target is midpoint 
within the established range.

Customer Service Representative:  
$48,981 - $58,540 - $68,098


 



Consolidated Metco, Inc. seeks f/t Lead Electronic Data 

Interchange (EDI) Developer in Vancouver, WA to ensure a 

comprehensive, current, and reliable strategy for electronic 

communications with internal and external business partners. 

Req’s Bachelor’s degree or frgn evlnt in IT or a closely related 

field & 5 yrs of progressive EDI exp. OR Master’s degree or 

frgn evlnt in IT or a closely related field & 3 yrs of progressive 

EDI exp. Dom and/or intl trvl req’d up to 5%. 

Annual wage/salary: $145,662. 

Apply in our applicant tracking system: 

https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/AMS1003AMSII/

JobBoard/331f4ac6-5e4b-42db-aed0-5bf0b3f0acdb/

Opportunity/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=ead66ed9-

b68a-4a08-9cdb-8a01fb8c6661

ColumbianJobs.com
columbian.com

To advertise call Valerie Sloan at 360-735-4583 
or email employmentads@columbian.com 

THAT 

SOMEONE 

SPECIAL!

          To place 
your Milestones 
announcement,

visit:
www.columbian.com/

milestones

Submit by 10am Wednesday 
for Sunday Publication

WANTED: SPORTS CARDS.
CA$H ready for your collections!

Any years, any kind. Vintage baseball
preferred. 360-513-8519

WANTED: Radio tubes, ham radio
equip., tube stereos, lg. speakers.
Finders Fee. 503-999-2157

WANTED: OLD TRAINS & TOYS
Lionel, American Flyer, Ives, Marx,

Marklin Call 360-576-1602.

$$ PAYING TOP DOLLAR $$
For sport card collections.

Baseball, Basketball, Football, Pokemon.
PREMIUM PAID FOR VINTAGE.
Call Corey, 541-838-0364.

CASH FOR Vintage Bourbon & Whiskey
360-921-1250

Will purchase dusty old bottles of whis-
key, bourbon, rye. ONLY FULL &
SEALED!! Interested in all bottle sizes
including minis and decanters from 90’s
& earlier. Will consider old scotch, rum,
etc. Jkcmp5@comcast.net

Wanted to Buy

Merchandise  
for Sale

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE #556
TLC Towing - 360-887-1606

9609 Old Pacific Hwy
Woodland, WA 98674.

Sale Tues. 01/30/2024 @ 12:00 PM
Inspections at 11:00 AM

2012 TOYOTA SCION TC CCC0426
2002 HONDA ODYSSEY CJP9733

FORD C700
- 48’ DRYVAN
- HOMEMADE TRAILER

Autos For Sale

Wheels
Call for details on 

selling your vehicle

360-993-5050

The Classifieds
columbian.com

To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-735-4572 
or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

FIND the right buyer for your 
unwanted items – in The Columbian’s 

Call 360-993-5050

MINI TOY AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERDS,
PUREBRED. 11 weeks old, 2 males, 3
females. Parents on site, registered.
$750 ea OBO. Call/text 206-371-5561.

★ Huck Finn! ★

Joyful and happy one and a half year
old 64 pound black and white male
neutered male Saint Bernard/
American Pit Bull mix, current on
inoculations, Huck loves everybody he
meets; even going to the veterinary
hospital is an adventure. He likes to
play hard, running as fast as he can,
then settle down for a long nap. And
he also loves his toys, the company of
other big dogs, and just being goofy!
Needs a home with a large yard where
he can run around and experienced
dog owners, best with big dogs and
children over 10 just because of his
own size. Has not lived with cats so
best in a home without cats. In board
and train, training continues after
adoption.
For more information, video and
pictures call (503) 625-4563 ;
E-mail gocbwatchdog@aol.com

★ DAPHNE ★

Active Senior seeking Active
Partner!

Daphne, a 50 pound brown and white
spayed female Labrador Retriever
mix, has contagious optimism. No
one told her there were rules about
seniority. If they did, she ignored
them. She mirrors the mood of the
day and those around her; peaceful
and calm, or excitedly playing and
catching balls like a professional, and
has even done well camping! In foster
care, her favorite place to be is by
your side with her person. Seeking a
calm home that will take her on walks;
thrives on consistency and structure.
Is crate trained. Daphne is smart,
learns commands quickly. Best as an
only dog; Is successfully learning
good leash manners; calm with some
dogs but reactive to others. In good
health, recent dental work completed;
up to date on vaccinations, on a
special needs senior diet.
Foster to adopt or adopt; for more
information, videos and pictures
E-mail sponsor: gloriajean1954@
hotmail.com or call (503) 753-0020.

Pets and Supplies

FIND the right buyer for your unwanted 
items – in The Columbian’s Classifieds! 

Call 360-993-5050

ESTATE SALE. Saturday 1/27, 8-4
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Household, furniture, home decor,

collectibles, tools & more.
330 8th Street, Washougal, 98671

 Garage Sales

Garage 
Sales

Only $40 

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

SALMON CREEK. 3 BR 2.5 BA, 2166 sq.
ft. furnished tri- level home on 1/3 acre.
(No fenced yard.) Minimum 30 day
rental. Ideal for traveling nurses.
$4000/mo. Call 818-207-7113.

Rentals

Real 
Estate

To advertise 
call 360-735-4583

BIG RED CHIMNEY & STOVE: Business
for Sale. Turn-key. Asking $40K, nego-
tiable. Call for details. 360-724-9133.

Business Opportunities

Jobs

To advertise 
call 360-735-4572

columbian.com

Call  

for 

Details

PAPILLON PUREBRED AKC
REGISTERED PUPPIES FOR SALE
Approx. 3 months old. 1 female,

2 males. Call Jason @ 971-288-9132

Pets and Supplies
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Vancouver Glass Co
Auto and Home Orchards

360-254-6099 / Downtown 360-693-7831

Glass Service

BEST FENCE CO. Fencing Specials!
Wood, Chain Link, Ornamental Iron,
Vinyl Farm Fence, Auto Gates. Free
Estimates. 360.518.4478 bestfc*044bb

thebestfencecompany.net

Fences

Nylund Inc. 360-605-6733. Excavating
Contractor. Sewer lines & utilities, site
development, land clearing, drainage
systems. #nyluni*820a Lic.Bd.Ins.

Excavating/Demolition

MITCHELL ELECTRIC, INC. Residential
Commercial. Electrician panel
changes, EV outlets, etc. mitchei930l2

Lic. ins., bond. 360-771-6453

Electric

Custom Decks / Fences and Repairs.
Staining, painting & all other repairs.
Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured.
Sr / Military discount. 360-513-6627

Decks

Home Repairs, Gutters, Roofing, Pres-
sure Washing, Moss treating. All types
of Remodels. Decks, Siding, Fences,
Concrete, Excavation. 10% Sr/Military
Disc. Lic.# elkscc*796d6 360-682-9830

Additions, Remodeling. Kitchen, Bath,
Roofing, Siding, Decks, Fencing, Paint,
Sheetrock. Landscaping. Cement work.
31 yrs exp. columni77134 360.721.5638

1980-Started Business. A A A+
Additions, decks, roofs, kitchens, dry-
rot, new construction, baths-Everything!

panamnw10201 360-771-3229

Construction/Remodeling

ASHLEY CHIMNEY SERVICE
& MASONRY

New Year Specials ~ Call Today.
360-253-8423 #ashlecs804pt

AFFORDABLE CHIMNEY & MASONRY.
Winter Special: CHIMNEY CLEANING
$199. (Reg. $275.) 360-608-2501.

www.affordablechimney.net

Chimney Sweep

3 Areas cleaned $99. Services:
carpet cleaning, restretching, tile,
grout, stain removals. 24 yrs exp.

360-356-4500 Owner/operator

Carpet Cleaning

columbian.com

Business & Services Directory
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

DIEGO P TREE SERVICE
360-910-8917

Trimming, Removal, Tree Care
& Pruning. Lic# diegopt856pz

SAENZ YARD SERVICE. 360-433-5781
or 503- 574-0288. Complete yard work
& maintenance. Tree cutting - all kinds.
Residential/Commercial. Work guar-
anteed. Free estimate. saenzyard.com

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

GABRIEL’S LANDSCAPING & WINTER
CLEANUPS. Leaf blowing, quality main-
tenance, pressure washing. Reliable, 12
yrs. Quality work, Refs. 360-723-2826.

Land Clearing

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Home maintenance, repair, upgrades,

floors, decks, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, texture, etc. Lic.

QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured. Sr /
Military Discount. 360-513-6627

GENERAL HANDYMAN. No job too
small, all variety of home maintenance
and repair. Lic., Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates. homerepair.honeydo@gmail.
com 360-719-8279. #HONEYDH771M1

Handyman

Moss Treatment, Gutter Cleaning &
Repair of clogged Gutters & Down-
spouts. Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond,
insured. Sr Discount. 360-513-6627

Gutters

STRONG TOWER ROOFING, INC. Roof
maintenance, replacement, re-roof & re-
pair, skylights, chimney flashing repair.
360-314-8464 strongtowerroofing.com

ALL COUNTY ROOFING 360.869.1141
Roofing Contractor. New install &
Reroof. Free Estimates. Metal, Asphalt,
Flat roofs. #allcocr822qf Lic.Bd.Ins.

Roofing/Roof Cleaning

FAST,FRIENDLY,HONEST
Water Heater Service. STREAP*772KC

www.streamline-plumbing.com

Plumbing

Reynolds Painting Co. INTERIOR
repainting specialist, ceilings, trim, wall-
paper removal. Professional results &
care. Owner operated. 360-952-4047

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
Most Homes built before 1978 contain
lead paint. We are Licensed & Lead
Paint Renovators. # QUAMSQH786NP

Bond, insured. 360-513-6627

360-241-6803

Painting

Professional Landscaping at Competi-
tive Prices. 18+ yrs. Lawn/garden care,
aerate, maintenance, mow, clean ups &
more. 100% satisfaction. 503-490-5837
montanalandscapingmaintenance.net

Mowing, Edging, Pruning,
Trimming, Weeding, Sodding,
Clean Ups, Sprinkler Systems,
Tree Service. #SOLORLL773JS

GARCIA LANDCARE LLC. Res. &
Comm. Maintenance, clean ups, trim-
ming, barkdust, sprinkler systems, pres-
sure washing, fences, retaining walls,
concrete. garcialandcare@icloud.com
Free estimates, Leo 360-607-9781

FLORES FIELD MOWING
Hazardous trees and branch

removal, Clean Ups, Brush Clearing
360-907-0800 or 360-993-5553

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

Custom WOODWORX.
Furniture for that special space.
360-798-1527 custow*983d7
www.customwoodworx.com

Wood Working

BUZ’S EQUIPMENT TRAILERS, INC.
Metal Fabrication, Custom Trailers,
Welding & Repairs. Maintenance of
axles, bearings & wiring. Mon.-Fri. 8am
to 5pm. (360) 694-9116.

Welding

REYES TREE SERVICE. Professionals in
structural pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, hedge trimming. Licensed, in-
sured, bonded. 24/7. (360) 721-3797.

QUALITY DOESN’T COST MORE. Tree
Preservationist! WE DO QUALITY PRUN-
ING & REMOVAL. Certified arborist & tree
risk assessor. 360-624-3128 woodctc953nj.

FLORES FIELD MOWING
Hazardous trees and branch

removal, Clean Ups, Brush Clearing
360-907-0800 or 360-993-5553

CALL BEFORE YOU CUT!
Tree Permits are required in Vancouver.
For information: www.cityofvancouver.

us/urbanforestry or 360-487-8308
urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us

City of Vancouver WA

4 A’S TREE SERVICES
Best price & service in town.

Removal, trimming, view clearing,
shrub shaping, etc. Stump grinding.
Emergency services avail. Free es-
timates. Various discounts available.
Lic., bonded, ins. 360-513-5150

360-567-8547
Residential & Commercial

Landscaping - Tree Trim & Topping
Land Clearing - Excavating

Lic # leoztts862rk

100% Reliable
360-281-7045

PA’S TREE SERVICE.
Removals, trimming, pruning,
clearing, & stump grinding. 24/7
service. We Beat Any Price. Free
estimates. 1st time customer
disc. Sr. & veterans discounts.
Licensed, bonded & insured.
www.pastreesvc.com

Tree Work

Wednesday Food section 
and on Instagram

@monikasplayfulpantry

Then Monika Spykerman 
will help you know what 
to make — quick and 
easy with what you 

have on hand. 

What’s for   

Check the freezer 
and the pantry.

dinner?
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Everyone benefits when all 
of our neighbors have a safe, 

stable place to call home.

Please visit our website: 
CouncilForTheHomeless.org/learn-more 
and learn how you can support your neighbors.

Linda’s Story
Linda was facing homelessness 
and lived in her car with her small 
dog, Baby, for several years. That 
was until she made contact with 
CFTH, where she was assessed for 
her housing and service needs. With 
the Council’s help, Linda entered 
a housing program that included 
her own apartment and supportive 
services, known as Permanent 
Supportive Housing (PSH). 

After moving in, Linda got to know 
her neighbors and built a sense of 
community. She was able to manage 
her substance-use recovery and began 
volunteering at local recovery and housing 
organizations. Secure and safely housed, 
Linda attended classes at Clark Community 
College to receive her high school diploma.

In 2023, Linda’s newfound stability and 
recovery made it possible to move out of the 
program and into a duplex of her own. Today, 
Linda continues volunteering by serving 
meals, leading support groups, and helping 
any way she can. 

Linda shares, “I’m really blessed. I got the 
chance to change my life and start over. I get 
to be proud of myself. I got my diploma . . .    
I have a duplex to call home that is bigger than 
anything I have ever lived in. I’m ALIVE, and 
local housing services gave me that chance 
and believed in me enough to be here today.”

FULL PAGE 10 X 21.5

Housing plus supportive services saves lives and 
reduces the number of people living outside. 

In Clark County, 91% of people housed in 2022 in a Permanent 
Supportive Housing program remain stable and in their homes one 

year later. In some PSH programs, that number is as high as 98%.

councilforthehomeless.org/advocacy

Are You IN? 

      I’m really blessed. I got the 
chance to change my life and 
start over. I get to be proud 
of myself. I got my diploma, I 
own my own truck, and have 
a carport to park it in. I have 
a duplex to call home that is 
bigger than anything I have 
ever lived in. I’m ALIVE, and 
local housing services gave me 
that chance and believed in me 
enough to be here today.” 
              – Linda

Join us in making lasting changes for our Clark County 
neighbors by signing up for our advocacy mailing list.
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