
Building involves lots of up-front costs and 
worries about appreciation that aren’t there 
for buyers. An existing home has its own history. 

You’ll also have to decide whether to oversee the 
project yourself or hire someone. And perhaps 
most important of all, you’ll have to become a 
budgeting expert. Here’s a look:

GETTING STARTED
Buyers of existing properties must accept whatever 
amenities already exist, at least in the beginning. 
Those who build can ensure that the completed 
home meets every expectation. Your vision can 
become completely realized, down to the last 
detail. But you’ll also have to come up with the 
money for all of that before getting started. The first 
step is buying materials and hiring managers and 
workers, then working as a foreman to make sure 
things go according to plan. Cost per square foot is 
typically market-based, so familiarize yourself with 
those numbers so you can set the proper budget. 
Then be ready for unexpected issues by creating a 
contingency fund.

WHAT YOU CONTROL
Keep an eye on quality, since builder-grade 
materials tend to break down sooner and that will 
increase costs after the build is over. Better quality 
items will require fewer repairs and replacements. 
They’ll also come paired with warranties that 
don’t exist with older homes. You can also head 
off higher energy bills by building to modern-day 
specs, using energy-efficient appliances and the 
latest insulation products. There are some upfront 

costs associated with all of this, but you can 
recoup these expenditures through lower energy 
bills in the future.

WHAT YOU’LL RECOUP
Existing homes have a history of appreciation (or 
depreciation), so it’s easy to track how things have 
gone. New builds are a bit more of a mystery. They 
often take place in new neighborhoods that don’t 
have the same history. Building in an established 
area can solve some of these problems, but may 
not be possible. So, the area may hold or increase in 
value, but it may not. Be careful not to build in a way 
that’s too modern or trendy, since that can impact 
appreciation if these styles go out of fashion.
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Buying offers you the chance for a turn-key experience. Building gives you the 
chance to customize everything. There are challenges associated with either option.

Steve Bowmer
Branch Sales Manager
NMLS# 406313

       (360) 904-1485

        SteveBowmer@Leader1.com
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Real Estate Trends

Tackling Interest Rate 
Worries
The days of historically low numbers are over — 
for now.

Government officials attempted to get a better 
handle on inf lation by raising interest rates. 
Unfortunately, that is taking direct aim at the 
homebuying power we’ve all enjoyed for so long. 
So, now more than ever, it’s important to follow 
these changes in order to determine when it’s the 
right time to purchase. Schedule a meeting with 
a professional to examine how your individual 
rate may be impacted because of personal debt 
or spending. Then, if you’ve found just the right 
property, be prepared for an interest rate that’s 
several ticks higher than it was a few years ago. 

UNDERSTANDING INTEREST RATES 
The Fed pushed interest rates to artificial new 
highs, but as the economy improves, those 
numbers will eventually begin to go down. 
Should they fall even a single percentage point, 
your monthly mortgage may be nearly 10% less. 
Those who borrowed at 3% on a $250,000 home, 
for instance, would pay $1,297, or $134 less per 
month than another homebuyer at 4% interest on 
the same property, according to OpenDoor.com. 
Beyond these obvious savings, lower interest rates 
also allow interested buyers to purchase larger 
properties with bigger price tags without adding 
to their monthly payments. 

WHAT CAN YOU AFFORD? 
The calculus on affordability involves a 
complicated mix of purchase price, down payment, 
credit score and property taxes. Those with 
smaller down payments, for instance, may be 
required to purchase private mortgage insurance, 
adding another monthly expense. NerdWallet.com 
is among those who try to sort these things out 
with an affordability calculator which provides a 
ballpark estimate so that potential buyers can get a 
general sense of their prospects. 

Enter what you earn on a monthly basis, how 
much you’ll be putting down, your debts, and 
the interest rate. Be aware, however, that the 
final number these calculators spit out is only 
an estimate. These figures can be particularly 
unreliable if the inputted information is not 
complete and accurate. You may also need to 
do some advance research into local insurance 
premiums and taxes in order to get the most 
complete picture. 

MAKING THE BEST CHOICE 
Even with a more favorable interest rate and bank 
pre-approval, understand that no one is given a 
blank check to purchase their dream home. Buyers 
are only cleared to borrow up to a specific figure. 
Keep in mind, too, that lenders do not factor 
in key related expenditures when making their 
determinations, including the cost of any needed 
repairs, new appliances and regular maintenance. 
Those approved for a second home will also need 
to be aware of hidden costs like traveling to the 
property, or different insurance requirements. 
If you sign up for an adjustable-rate program, 
lenders also do not inf luence market changes over 
the life of your loan. So take the largest, most 
complete look at your finances before buying any 
property. Leave plenty of financial space for other 
expenditures, and don’t forget about any long-range 
goals you may have. You don’t want everything tied 
up in a house note, for instance, when you’re trying 
to save for a child’s college tuition.
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WANTED: OLD TRAINS & TOYS
Lionel, American Flyer, Ives, Marx,

Marklin Call 360-576-1602.

$$ PAYING TOP DOLLAR $$
For sport card collections.

Baseball, Basketball, Football, Pokemon.
PREMIUM PAID FOR VINTAGE.
Call Corey, 541-838-0364.

CASH FOR Vintage Bourbon & Whiskey
360-921-1250

Will purchase dusty old bottles of whis-
key, bourbon, rye. ONLY FULL &
SEALED!! Interested in all bottle sizes
including minis and decanters from 90’s
& earlier. Will consider old scotch, rum,
etc. Jkcmp5@comcast.net

Wanted to Buy

Merchandise  
for Sale

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE #555
TLC Towing - 360-887-1606

9609 Old Pacific Hwy
Woodland, WA 98674.

Sale Tues. 01/23/2024 @ 12:00 PM
Inspections at 11:00 AM

1999 ISUZU RODEO BUY3217
2019 FORD EDGE VIN G9XKBB14069
2013 GENUINE BUDDY 50 SCOOTER

VIN P5A0D1110560

Autos For Sale

Wheels
Call for details on 

selling your vehicle

360-993-5050

ZoomInfo Technologies, LLC  

d/b/a ZoomInfo  

seeks Senior Salesforce Engineer in  

Vancouver, WA. Provide technical deliverables 

for Salesforce projects. 

Telecommuting permitted. 

Salary: $122,400 - $183,600/ year. 

Apply @ www.jobpostingtoday.com/  

Ref# 49578.

ColumbianJobs.com
columbian.com

To advertise call Valerie Sloan at 360-735-4583 
or email employmentads@columbian.com 

PAPILLON PUREBRED AKC
REGISTERED PUPPIES FOR SALE
Approx. 3 months old. 1 female,

2 males. Call Jason @ 971-288-9132

MINI TOY AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERDS,
PUREBRED. 11 weeks old, 2 males, 3
females. Parents on site, registered.
$1000 ea OBO. Call/text 206-371-5561.

MINI LABRADOODLES.
Multi genrational, mom & dad in home.
Shots and vet checked. For more
information call 360-770-2137.

Pets and Supplies

WANTED: SPORTS CARDS.
CA$H ready for your collections!

Any years, any kind. Vintage baseball
preferred. 360-513-8519

Wanted to Buy

BIG RED CHIMNEY & STOVE: Business
for Sale. Turn-key. Asking $40K, nego-
tiable. Call for details. 360-724-9133.

Business Opportunities

Jobs

To advertise 
call 360-735-4572

columbian.com

Call  

for 

Details

News straight  
to your inbox

Subscribe to the latest Clark 

County, Northwest and other news 

delivered directly to you mornings 

and afternoons each weekday.
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FEATURED SERVICE PROVIDERS

CONCRETE WORK
“WE HAVE ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS COVERED”

SANTOS DELEON
OWNER

360-772-8073

13004 NE 43RD ST.

VANCOUVER, WA 98682

Featured Service Provider is a new option 
for our Business & Service Directory 

advertisers. 3 spots available each week. 
For information about advertising here 

or in the directory above contact 
Teresa.Davis@columbian.com 

or call 360-735-4572

Vancouver Glass Co
Auto and Home Orchards

360-254-6099 / Downtown 360-693-7831

Glass Service

BEST FENCE CO. Fencing Specials!
Wood, Chain Link, Ornamental Iron,
Vinyl Farm Fence, Auto Gates. Free
Estimates. 360.518.4478 bestfc*044bb

thebestfencecompany.net

Fences

Nylund Inc. 360-605-6733. Excavating
Contractor. Sewer lines & utilities, site
development, land clearing, drainage
systems. #nyluni*820a Lic.Bd.Ins.

Excavating/Demolition

MITCHELL ELECTRIC, INC. Residential
Commercial. Electrician panel
changes, EV outlets, etc. mitchei930l2

Lic. ins., bond. 360-771-6453

Electric

Custom Decks / Fences and Repairs.
Staining, painting & all other repairs.
Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured.
Sr / Military discount. 360-513-6627

Decks

Home Repairs, Gutters, Roofing, Pres-
sure Washing, Moss treating. All types
of Remodels. Decks, Siding, Fences,
Concrete, Excavation. 10% Sr/Military
Disc. Lic.# elkscc*796d6 360-682-9830

Additions, Remodeling. Kitchen, Bath,
Roofing, Siding, Decks, Fencing, Paint,
Sheetrock. Landscaping. Cement work.
31 yrs exp. columni77134 360.721.5638

1980-Started Business. A A A+
Additions, decks, roofs, kitchens, dry-
rot, new construction, baths-Everything!

panamnw10201 360-771-3229

Construction/Remodeling

ASHLEY CHIMNEY SERVICE
& MASONRY

New Year Specials ~ Call Today.
360-253-8423 #ashlecs804pt

AFFORDABLE CHIMNEY & MASONRY.
Winter Special: CHIMNEY CLEANING
$199. (Reg. $275.) 360-608-2501.

www.affordablechimney.net

Chimney Sweep

3 Areas cleaned $99. Services:
carpet cleaning, restretching, tile,
grout, stain removals. 24 yrs exp.

360-356-4500 Owner/operator

Carpet Cleaning

columbian.com

Business & Services Directory
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

DIEGO P TREE SERVICE
360-910-8917

Trimming, Removal, Tree Care
& Pruning. Lic# diegopt856pz

SAENZ YARD SERVICE. 360-433-5781
or 503- 574-0288. Complete yard work
& maintenance. Tree cutting - all kinds.
Residential/Commercial. Work guar-
anteed. Free estimate. saenzyard.com

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

GABRIEL’S LANDSCAPING & WINTER
CLEANUPS. Leaf blowing, quality main-
tenance, pressure washing. Reliable, 12
yrs. Quality work, Refs. 360-723-2826.

Land Clearing

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Home maintenance, repair, upgrades,

floors, decks, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, texture, etc. Lic.

QUAMSQH786NP, bond, insured. Sr /
Military Discount. 360-513-6627

GENERAL HANDYMAN. No job too
small, all variety of home maintenance
and repair. Lic., Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates. homerepair.honeydo@gmail.
com 360-719-8279. #HONEYDH771M1

Handyman

Moss Treatment, Gutter Cleaning &
Repair of clogged Gutters & Down-
spouts. Lic. QUAMSQH786NP, bond,
insured. Sr Discount. 360-513-6627

Gutters

STRONG TOWER ROOFING, INC. Roof
maintenance, replacement, re-roof & re-
pair, skylights, chimney flashing repair.
360-314-8464 strongtowerroofing.com

ALL COUNTY ROOFING 360.869.1141
Roofing Contractor. New install &
Reroof. Free Estimates. Metal, Asphalt,
Flat roofs. #allcocr822qf Lic.Bd.Ins.

Roofing/Roof Cleaning

FAST,FRIENDLY,HONEST
Water Heater Service. STREAP*772KC

www.streamline-plumbing.com

Plumbing

Reynolds Painting Co. INTERIOR
repainting specialist, ceilings, trim, wall-
paper removal. Professional results &
care. Owner operated. 360-952-4047

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
Most Homes built before 1978 contain
lead paint. We are Licensed & Lead
Paint Renovators. # QUAMSQH786NP

Bond, insured. 360-513-6627

360-241-6803

Painting

Professional Landscaping at Competi-
tive Prices. 18+ yrs. Lawn/garden care,
aerate, maintenance, mow, clean ups &
more. 100% satisfaction. 503-490-5837
montanalandscapingmaintenance.net

Mowing, Edging, Pruning,
Trimming, Weeding, Sodding,
Clean Ups, Sprinkler Systems,
Tree Service. #SOLORLL773JS

GARCIA LANDCARE LLC. Res. &
Comm. Maintenance, clean ups, trim-
ming, barkdust, sprinkler systems, pres-
sure washing, fences, retaining walls,
concrete. garcialandcare@icloud.com
Free estimates, Leo 360-607-9781

FLORES FIELD MOWING
Hazardous trees and branch

removal, Clean Ups, Brush Clearing
360-907-0800 or 360-993-5553

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

Custom WOODWORX.
Furniture for that special space.
360-798-1527 custow*983d7
www.customwoodworx.com

Wood Working

BUZ’S EQUIPMENT TRAILERS, INC.
Metal Fabrication, Custom Trailers,
Welding & Repairs. Maintenance of
axles, bearings & wiring. Mon.-Fri. 8am
to 5pm. (360) 694-9116.

Welding

REYES TREE SERVICE. Professionals in
structural pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, hedge trimming. Licensed, in-
sured, bonded. 24/7. (360) 721-3797.

QUALITY DOESN’T COST MORE. Tree
Preservationist! WE DO QUALITY PRUN-
ING & REMOVAL. Certified arborist & tree
risk assessor. 360-624-3128 woodctc953nj.

FLORES FIELD MOWING
Hazardous trees and branch

removal, Clean Ups, Brush Clearing
360-907-0800 or 360-993-5553

CALL BEFORE YOU CUT!
Tree Permits are required in Vancouver.
For information: www.cityofvancouver.

us/urbanforestry or 360-487-8308
urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us

City of Vancouver WA

4 A’S TREE SERVICES
Best price & service in town.

Removal, trimming, view clearing,
shrub shaping, etc. Stump grinding.
Emergency services avail. Free es-
timates. Various discounts available.
Lic., bonded, ins. 360-513-5150

360-567-8547
Residential & Commercial

Landscaping - Tree Trim & Topping
Land Clearing - Excavating

Lic # leoztts862rk

100% Reliable
360-281-7045

PA’S TREE SERVICE.
Removals, trimming, pruning,
clearing, & stump grinding. 24/7
service. We Beat Any Price. Free
estimates. 1st time customer
disc. Sr. & veterans discounts.
Licensed, bonded & insured.
www.pastreesvc.com

Tree Work

Clark 

County has 

a colorful 

history! 

Get a snapshot into  

the past in each  

Weekend Edition with

Images from the Attic: 

Clark County History.

Photos provided by Clark County Historical Museum
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