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Consumer efforts to be more eco-
conscious are more and more 
noticeable. For proof of that, one 

need look no further than the increase in 
vehicle charging stations. Such stations are 
more accessible than ever and illustrate 
that consumer preference is increasingly 
leaning toward products that leave as small 
a carbon footprint as possible.

Another indicator of a growing interest in 
eco-friendly products is the popularity in 
energy-effi cient homes. In fact, a recent 
survey from the National Association of 
Home Builders found that energy-effi cient 
features are among the most sought-after 
“must-haves” among homebuyers. Among 
those surveyed, 83 percent desired Energy 
Star-rated windows, 81 percent wanted 
Energy Star-rated appliances and 80 
percent preferred energy-effi cient lighting.

Though eco-conscious sensibilities compel 
millions of homeowners to make their homes 
more energy-effi cient, that’s not the only 
reason to upgrade your home. The following 
are a handful of the many benefi ts of 
energy-effi cient homes.

· Save money: Infl ation was one of the 
biggest stories of 2022, as the cost of living 
rose dramatically in the wake of world 
events. According to data from the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, infl ation led to an 
overall 6.5 percent increase in prices. But 
that increase was dwarfed by the cost of 
electricity, which increased by 14.3 percent 
in 2022. Energy-effi cient appliances can 
help homeowners overcome that spike, as 
the U.S. Department of Energy indicates 
upgrading to such products can help 
homeowners reduce their energy costs by as 
much as 30 percent.

· Improve resale value: As the NAHB 
survey indicates, modern homebuyers want 
energy-effi cient homes. They’re also willing 
to pay more for such homes. Research from 
the mortgage lender Freddie Mac found 
that homes with energy-effi cient ratings sold 
for nearly 3 percent more on average than 
homes without such ratings.

· Live healthier: The benefi ts of energy-
effi cient homes aren’t just economic, 
though health-related benefi ts certainly 
produce an economic incentive as well. 
According to the American Council for an 
Energy-Effi cient Economy, insulation and air 
sealing protect individuals from heat waves 
and other ripple effects of climate change. 
The ACEEE notes that weatherization can 
improve indoor air quality and comfort, a 
notable benefi t for asthma sufferers and 
seniors. In fact, the ACEEE estimates that 
integrating energy effi ciency programs in 
homes could reduce seniors’ risk for falls in 
their homes, potentially saving $2 billion in 
fall-related health care costs over the next 
decade, and improve asthma outcomes, 
which could reduce health care costs by as 
much as half a billion dollars.
Energy-effi cient products and practices pay 
numerous dividends, making them a worthy 
expenditure for any homeowners looking to 
upgrade their homes.

Your Way Home Begins Here
columbianhomes.com

Quickly find your new home with SW Washington’s 
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Real Estate Trends

Should You Refinance?
The ads make this sound quick and easy, but it’s 
not that simple. However, in some cases, you can 
get a lower interest rate, saving hundreds a month. 

Refinancing can also allow homeowners to change 
loan terms, consolidate their debt or pull needed 
capital out of home equity to fund renovations 
or pay bills. But you’ll need to factor in personal 
details and the impact of market forces before 
deciding. You should first see how much lower 
your interest rate can get, then discuss fees and the 
new loan’s term. Here’s a deeper dive into making 
these critical decisions:

INTEREST RATE

Ironically, a lower interest rate may not be enough 
to make a refinance work financially – not if it 
isn’t lowered enough. Finance experts say the 
reduction needs to be at least 1-2 percent in order 
to functionally save a homeowner any money. 
Most recently purchased home have very low 
interest rates. But if you’ve been in your home a 
while, it might make sense to look into a refinance 
since you could knock off a percentage point or 
more. That would save you hundreds - or perhaps 
even thousands – depending on where you are in 
the life of the loan.

ADDITIONAL EXPENSES

Remember that lender fees which must be paid 
out of pocket or rolled into the new loan will 
lower your savings. There could be other hidden 
costs, too. So-called “no closing cost” refinancing, 
for instance, typically involves charging a higher 
interest rate, in order for the bank to recoup those 
funds.

LOAN TERM

There can be long-term implications with 
refinancing. Consider shortening the term of 
the loan, to either 20 and 15 years so that they’re 
not simply resetting the original three-decade 
clock on your home loan. There is a formula for 
deciding what’s right for your particular situation. 
Divide total closing costs by the annual payment 
savings you expect to receive to get to the number 
of years you’ll need to break even. Everything 
after that represents your savings. 

Refinancing also allows you to opt out of an 
adjustable-rate mortgage during the period when 
the interest rate may f luctuate in ways that are not 
in your favor. Check to see how soon you’ll reach 
the period where this rate is fixed – usually 5, 7 or 
10 years into the loan – before deciding. You may 
start saving on your mortgage soon by allowing 
the loan to naturally mature.

REAL ESTATE 101
Check Your Credit 
Review your credit first before beginning the 
process of refinancing or purchasing a home. 
Not sure how to get started? The Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau offers a credit-
report review checklist to help, at  
http://bit.ly/2ot7r84. You’ll find tips on 
ensuring accuracy, payment history and 
improving credit status.

THE BENEFITS
OF ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOMES
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Nearly three-quarters 
of pet parents polled 
by Rover said they are 

interested in learning how to 
live more sustainably with their 
pets. More than 80% say that 
taking care of their pets in an 
environmentally friendly way 
is important to them. Here are 
some ideas on greening up your 
pet’s life.
POOP BAGS

Dogs poop, on average, 274 
pounds of dog poop per year. 
And, if you’re a good pet parent, 
you’re scooping all of that up 
in a poop bag. Start by using 
eco-friendly biodegradable poop 
bags, and then make sure you 
meet the brand’s speci�c disposal 
requirements.
LITTER LIABILITIES

Cat litter has long used clay as 
its primary material. Clay-based 
litters contain sodium bentonite, 
which makes the cat litter 

clumpy and easy to scoop. But 
sodium bentonite is strip-mined, 
which can destroy forests and 
wild habitats. Sodium bentonite 
is also not biodegradable, 
meaning it piles up in land�lls. 
But there are new litters on the 
market to try, including those 
made with sawdust shavings, 
walnut shells and wheat. 
PET FOOD

Pet food is a controversial 
topic. And while you may 
have carefully pored over 
nutrition labels, have you ever 
considered the environmental 
impact of your pet’s food? Rover 
recommends choosing organic 
pet food and treats for your best 
friend. It also points out that 
foods labeled natural are less 
regulated than organic foods, so 
choose those �rst.
BIOFRIENDLY BEDS

You can �nd all kinds of 
pet beds that are made from 

recycled, biodegradable or 
biobased materials.

Look for beds with removable, 
machine-washable covers. 
Keeping the bed out of the 
laundry, Rover says, preserves its 
shape and fullness.
SHOP LOCALLY

Just like with human 

products, pet products are most 
environmentally friendly when 
produced locally. Reducing 
the distance of travel and the 
packaging needed makes locally 
produced the way to go when 
reducing your impact on the 
earth. Look beyond pet foods and 
treats and shop locally for dog 
and cat toys, bedding and more.

Some pet toys come from as 
close as your bathroom cabinet. 
You can make your own pet toys 
out of old towels, T-shirts and 
clothing that may have otherwise 
ended up in the land�ll. If you’re 
in the store, look for toys that 
contain less plastic and more 
durable rather than cheap toys 
that they’ll go through quickly.

A  P R O D U C T  O F  T H E  C O L U M B I A N ’ S  A D V E R T I S I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

Be A More 
Green Pet Parent
Sustainable living includes our four-footed, 

feathered and finned friends as well.



Featured Homes ColumbianHomes.com

Most people think of the 
afternoons spent in the 

sun, forgetting what goes 
into construction and 

upkeep.

You might not get the return on 
investment you’re hoping for either. 
So plan carefully before taking the 

plunge, making sure you have the space 
to build, the budget to complete and the 
willingness to work hard on maintenance. 

�ey’ll cost tens of thousands of dollars, 
even when installed during initial 
construction. Decking, water features, 
attached grills and furniture only ups 
the price tag. Here are other major 
considerations before deciding:

ZONING AND RESTRICTIONS 
In some cases, you may not be allowed 
to build. Request and review the most 
up-to-date building and neighborhood 
restrictions as well as local zoning laws. 
Quali�ed contractors should also be able 
to discuss the permitting process and any 
other potential hurdles before you get 
started. �ose who are allowed to move 
forward with building a pool may still be 
subject to local rules about depth, fencing 
and proximity to utilities.

YOUR LOCATION 
You may also be restricted by your plot of 
land. Pools are best sunk into level yards, 
as huge additional expenses are associated 
with more challenging topography. Soil 
type may play a role in how the pool is 
constructed. Some yards simply aren’t big 
enough for a pool. �ere still has to be 
room for the rest of your construction to 

continue, and those with children or pets 
may want to make sure they have more 
green space to enjoy.

MAINTENANCE  
AND EXPENSES 
Beyond the initial capital outlay, pools 
require regular maintenance – and costs 
can add up. �e chemicals needed to 
keep the water sparkling and clear can 

run more than $100 a month, depending 
on pool size, climate and how much you 
use it. �e pool interior must also be 
maintained. Plaster �nishes last 10 to 15 
years, while vinyl liners must be replaced 
every 5 to 7.

Pumps, pipes and related equipment to 
transport and treat the water must also 
be maintained, and eventually replaced 

in time. Look for your utility bill to tick 
up as these machines do their work. 
Consult with your insurance agent before 
building, since coverage may be quite 
expensive depending on the company. 
�e good news is, some o�er discounts 
based on the safety measures you add 
during the construction process.

A  P R O D U C T  O F  T H E  C O L U M B I A N ’ S  A D V E R T I S I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

- Greenshoot Media

CONSIDERING A POOL?
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To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-735-4572, or email employmentads@columbiancom

ColumbianJobs.com
Look Inside for Real Estate, Garage Sales, Wheels, & More! columbian.com

Your next job
is on the horizon.

ColumbianJobs.com
To advertise, call 360-735-4572

or email employmentads@columbian.com
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WANTED: OLD TRAINS & TOYS
Lionel, American Flyer, Ives, Marx,

Marklin Call 360-576-1602.

$$ PAYING TOP DOLLAR $$
For sport card collections.

Baseball, Basketball, Football, Pokemon.
PREMIUM PAID FOR VINTAGE.
Call Corey, 541-838-0364.

CASH FOR Vintage Bourbon & Whiskey
360-921-1250

Will purchase dusty old bottles of whis-
key, bourbon, rye. ONLY FULL &
SEALED!! Interested in all bottle sizes
including minis and decanters from 90’s
& earlier. Will consider old scotch, rum,
etc. Jkcmp5@comcast.net

Wanted to Buy

2021 Maytag Commercial Front Load
Washer, steel grey, works great.
$650 OBO. Call or text 360-635-7321.

Merchandise For Sale

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

Merchandise  
for Sale

columbian.com

– ad packages 

start at $15 for 

items priced 

under $500.

600+ Indoor Sales. Apr. 15th is NW’S
LARGEST Garage Sale & Vintage Sale.
Clark County Fairgrounds & Event Cen-
ter. SELLER SPACE Available. nwgsales.
com or call Kim @ 360-907-5919.
Shoppers Wanted-Don’t Miss the Deals!

 Garage Sales

columbian.com

The Classifieds
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

Clark County  
has a  

colorful history! 

Get a snapshot into the 
past in each Sunday’s 

Life section with
Images from the Attic: 
Clark County History.

Photos provided by Clark County 
Historical Museum

PUBLIC WELCOME!
Speed’s Towing of Vancouver.

6601 E. 18th St Vancouver, WA 98661
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION
Thur., March 30, 2023 at 11:15am

Preview day of auction begins 8am.
360-696-3678. Website:

www.speedstowingvancouver.com

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE #528
TLC Towing - 360-887-1606

4545 South 11th Way,
Ridgefield, WA 98642.

Sale Tues. 3/28/2023 @ 12:00 PM
Inspections at 11:00 AM

1986 MERZ 300 VIN D3GA126377
1998 FORD TAURUS BXL8336
2008 LEXUS IS 250 414YHV
2007 HMDE UTIL TRL W/

GENERATOR 17460AH

Autos For Sale

Wheels

To advertise 
call 360-993-5050

columbian.com

Call for  

details on 

selling  

your  

vehicle!

WANTED: SPORTS CARDS.
CA$H ready for your collections!

Any years, any kind. Vintage baseball
preferred. 360-513-8519

WANTED: Radio tubes, ham radio
equip., tube stereos, lg. speakers.
Finders Fee. 503-999-2157

Wanted to Buy
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When They’re 
Not Calling Back

-Green Shoot Media

You’ve applied and applied 
– now what?

Proactive job searchers with great 
quali�cations still sometimes fail to 
garner interviews. 

It may just come down to how 
you’re approaching the process. 
O�en times, we grow comfortable 
with what we’ve done before, or fail 
to notice common mistakes in our 
paperwork because we’ve had a copy 
laying around for so long. 

�ese little things can turn into 
big stumbling blocks, in particular 
if you’re applying for job with a 
long line of other similarly quali�ed 
applicants. Here’s a look at trouble 
areas that o�en trip people up along 
the way:  

READ AND REVIEW
When applying, pay close 

attention to the required 
quali�cations. Read carefully to 
make sure that your experience 
and education match up with what 

potential employers are looking 
for. If not, your application will be 
quickly passed over for someone 
who is more suited to their needs. 
Review all of your social-media 
accounts and delete content that is 
unprofessional or presents you in 
a poor light. Nearly 80 percent of 
companies surveyed by the Society 
for Human Resource Management 
said they use online resources for 
recruiting – so that means they’re 
far more likely to stumble across 
postings or photos that might 
disqualify your candidacy.    

FOLLOW DIRECTIONS
Application processes and the 

required submissions can vary 
wildly. In many cases, submitting 
your cover letter, resume and 
application might simply be a �rst 
step in the process. For instance, 
hiring managers may ask for 
examples of certain work product. 
It’s important to closely follow these 
special instructions when applying 
in order to be considered for the 

position. Aside from providing more 
insight into a potential candidate, 
these additional requirements give 
employers a sense of how detail 
oriented and responsible you are.  
 
RESUME PROBLEMS

Consider contacting an expert 
to discuss customizing your 
resume with suggested keywords, 
while highlighting speci�c work 
experience that syncs with the job 
requirements. Read and re-read to 
make sure there are no spelling or 
grammatical errors, since that would 
damage your candidacy. If you’re 
not con�dent in your ability to catch 
your own mistakes, try grammar- 
and spell-checking so�ware. Make 
sure everything is up to date, and 
that nothing is embellished. Finally, 
test that your resume can be opened 
once it arrives. Email copies to 
friends and ask them to attempt to 
open it on a variety of platforms to 
make sure it can be accessed a�er 
you apply. 



Home Repairs, Gutters, Roofing, Pres-
sure Washing, Moss treating. All types
of Remodels. Decks, Siding, Fences,
Concrete, Excavation. 10% Sr/Military
Discount. Lic.# elkscc* 360-682-9830

Fencing, sprinkler systems, concrete,
sidewalks, siding, windows, drainage,
excavation. License / Bond / Insured.
Veteran Owned. #MVPCOC S806J7

360-608-7808 360-768-7787
MVP CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Additions, Remodeling. Kitchen, Bath,
Roofing, Siding, Decks, Fencing, Paint,
Sheetrock. Landscaping. Cement work.
31 yrs exp. columni849dq 360.721.5638

360-921-7452. SJH Remodeling LLC
Any size job welcome, incl. minor repairs.
30 years exp. Quality work at a fair price!
Est. 1992. Free estimates. sjhrerl945bc

1980-Started Business. A A A+
Additions, decks, roofs, kitchens, dry-
rot, new construction, baths-Everything!

panamnw10201 360-771-3229

Licensed & Bonded #ALLAMAC82C

360-609-5524
Common sense approach

with precision work.

• New Construction

• Remodeling

• Deck Covers

• New Decks

• Concrete

• Steel

• Aluminum

• Welding and 

   Fabrication

All American Construction LLC

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Construction/Remodeling

NORTHWEST CONCRETE.
Driveways, sidewalks, repairs, asphalt
repairs. Luxury stamped concrete.

#northc* 833d2 360-843-5140

Concrete/Cement

QUAM’S CARPET CLEANING
3 ROOMS - $139.

35 years experience. Family owned
and operated. 360-600-4637

3 Areas cleaned $114. Services:
carpet restretching, tile, grout, stain
removals. 22 yrs exp. 360-356-4500

Owner/operator

Carpet Cleaning

columbian.com

Business & Services Directory
To advertise call Teresa Davis at 360-993-5050, or email Teresa.Davis@columbian.com

Call for Details About our Advertising Rates!

LJ HAULING. FREE removal of all
Scrap Metal. Hauling service also, w/
free estimates. Available every day.
40+ years in business. 503-314-2688.

1-360-980-4418
3-WAY TRUCKING INC.

Sand, Rock, Gravel & Top Soil. Small
Loads (5-7 yds.) MC738351/DOT 2118428

Hauling

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Home maintenance, repair, upgrades,
floors, decks, windows, doors, painting,
drywall, texture, etc. License, bond, in-

sured. Senior Discount.
Call 360-513-6627

GENERAL HANDYMAN. No job too
small, all variety of home maintenance
and repair. Lic., Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates: homerepair.honeydo@gmail.
com or 360-818-4372. #honeydh829op

Handyman

Moss Treatment, Gutter Cleaning &
Repair of clogged Gutters and Down-
spouts. License, bond, insured.

Senior Discount. 360-513-6627

GUTTER/ROOF CLEANING.
Moss Removal Treatment, Pressure
Wash. 12 yrs. exp. Quality Work.
Free Est. (503) 896-3986 in Vanc.

Gutters

Vancouver Glass Co
Auto and Home Orchards

360-254-6099 / Downtown 360-693-7831

Glass Service

Nylund Inc. 360-605-6733. Excavating
Contractor. Sewer lines & utilities, site
development, land clearing, drainage
systems. #nyluni*820a Lic.Bd.Ins.

Excavating/Demolition

MITCHELL ELECTRIC, INC. Residential
Commercial. Electrician panel
changes, EV outlets, etc. mitchei930l2

Lic. ins., bond. 360-771-6453

Electric

GABRIEL’S LANDSCAPING & SPRING
CLEANUPS. Leaf blowing, quality main-
tenance, pressure washing. Reliable, 12
yrs. Quality work, Refs. 360-723-2826.

DIEGO P TREE SERVICE
360-910-8917

Trimming, Removal, Tree Care
& Pruning. Lic# diegopt856pz

An Oriental Landscape. Cleanup,
prune, trim, maintain, bark dust, thatch,
aerate, more. Sr. discount. FREE estimates.

360-798-7123/ 360-737-6635

AMPARO’S LAWN MAINTENANCE,
LLC. 360-723-3858 Yard clean up,
mowing, edging and much more.
Licensed, Insured. FREE ESTIMATES

4 SEASON Cleanups, Maintenance &
Landscaping Construction. Blackberry/
ivy removal, hedges, lawns, orchards,
tree service, deck, fence, flowerbed,
pathways, retaining walls, gutter & roof
cleaning. Call Lopez, 360-998-7326,
email lopezrosalio35@gmail.com

360-721-5416 Tree Service,
Mow, Edge, Prune, Trim, Weeding, Sod-
ding, Retaining Walls. FREE Estimates.

SOLORIO’S LANDSCAPING LLC

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

TIRED OF HOUSECLEANING?
Let us help. 20 years experience.

Affordable rates. References.
Call unEco LLC, 360-450-8639.

ABOVE & BEYOND CLEANING.
Need Help? Give us a Call! Weekly -
Biweekly - Monthly. Free Estimates.

360-433-1398

AAA TRIPLE CLEANING 20 yrs.
exp. Licensed, insured. Free estimates.

Senior Discounts. 360-931-7907.

House Cleaning

STRONG TOWER ROOFING, INC. Roof
maintenance, replacement, re-roof & re-
pair, skylights, chimney flashing repair.
360-314-8464 strongtowerroofing.com

ROOF/GUTTER CLEANING.
Moss Removal Treatment, Pressure
Wash. 11 yrs. exp. Quality Work.
Free Est. (503) 896-3986 in Vanc.

ALL COUNTY ROOFING 360.869.1141
Roofing Contractor. New install &
Reroof. Free Estimates. Metal, Asphalt,
Flat roofs. #allcocr822qf Lic.Bd.Ins.

Roofing/Roof Cleaning

YARD MAINTENANCE. Planting.
Spring Cleanups. Pressure Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE. License/Bond.

CALL 360-773-9315

Professional Landscaping at Competi-
tive Prices. 18+ yrs. Lawn/garden care,
aerate, maintenance, mow, clean ups &
more. 100% satisfaction. 503-490-5837
montanalandscapingmaintenance.com

MIGUEL’S LANDSCAPING LLC.
Complete Landscaping services
available. Cleanups, fences & more.
Bond. Lic. Guaranteed. Free Estimates.
We accept Credit Cards. 360-852-1417

Maintenance, Clean up, Mow, Trim,
Sprinklers, Fences, Retaining walls,
Pressure wash, Blackberry Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES. 360-723-3740

GREEN LANDSCAPE
Landscaping service, clean up, power
wash & more! Free Estimates. Martin,
360-771-4447 greencare81@gmail.com

♣ ♣ WINTER SPECIAL ♣ ♣
Full Service Lawn Care

Cleanups & more. Free Estimates.
# GARCILS830J0 360-984-7342

GARCIA LANDCARE LLC. Res. &
Comm. Maintenance, clean ups, trim-
ming, barkdust, sprinkler systems, pres-
sure washing, fences, retaining walls,
concrete. garcialandcare@icloud.com
Free estimates, Leo 360-607-9781

Lawn & Garden/
Landscaping

CALL BEFORE YOU CUT!
Tree Permits are required in Vancouver.
For information: www.cityofvancouver.

us/urbanforestry or 360-487-8308
urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us

City of Vancouver WA

4 A’S TREE SERVICES
Best price & service in town.

Removal, trimming, view clearing,
shrub shaping, etc. Stump grinding.
Emergency services avail. Free es-
timates. Various discounts available.
Lic., bonded, ins. 360-513-5150

360-567-8547
Residential & Commercial

Landscaping - Tree Trim & Topping
Land Clearing - Excavating

Lic # leoztts862rk

100% Reliable
360-281-7045

PA’S TREE SERVICE.
Removals, trimming, pruning,
clearing, & stump grinding. 24/7
service. We Beat Any Price. Free
estimates. 1st time customer
disc. Sr. & veterans discounts.
Licensed, bonded & insured.

www.pastreesvc.com

Tree Work

THAT 

SOMEONE 

SPECIAL!

          To place 
your Milestones 
announcement,

visit:
www.columbian.com/

milestones

Submit by 10am Wednesday 
for Sunday Publication

Custom WOODWORX. Furniture for
that special space. Decks, fences,
remodels, etc. 360-798-1527 custow*983d7

www.customwoodworx.com

Wood Working

BUZ’S EQUIPMENT TRAILERS, INC.
Metal Fabrication, Custom Trailers,
Welding & Repairs. Maintenance of
axles, bearings & wiring. Mon.-Fri. 8am
to 5pm. (360) 694-9116.

Welding

REYES TREE SERVICE. Professionals in
structural pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, hedge trimming. Licensed, in-
sured, bonded. 24/7. (360) 721-3797.

Tree Work

Clark County has a  
colorful history! 

Get a snapshot into the past in 
each Sunday’s Life section with

Images from the Attic:  
Clark County History.

Photo provided by Clark County Historical Museum
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