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FALL HOME & GARDEN: 
Fall Container Gardens.
SEE PAGE F3

Gorgeous & Unique Custom 
Farmhouse built by Urban 
NW Homes.
SEE PAGE F2

OF DESIGN OPTIONS IN CLARK COUNTY
HOMEBUILDER OFFERS HUNDREDS

Things to consider before 
warming up next to your 
fi rst fi re this winter.
SEE RECIPE ON PAGE F4

Over 40+ Homes in today’s 
Homes for Sale Directory.
SEE PAGES F5-F6

For today’s Classifi eds & 
Jobs section
SEE PAGES F7 & F8

Richmond American Homes may 
be a newcomer to the Greater 
Portland area, but it brings with 
it over 40 years of homebuilding 

experience and an extensive range of 
home design options for Clark County 
homebuyers. Two of its newest communities 
are Seasons at Moonlight in Vancouver and 
Kemper Grove in Ridgefi eld.

Seasons at Moonlight showcases six single- 
and two-story fl oor plans from the builder’s 
Seasons™ Collection, boasting fl exible 
layouts and hundreds of exciting design 
options. New homes at this community offer 
three to fi ve bedrooms and approximately 
1,420 to 2,400 square feet. Prospective 
homebuyers will appreciate designer 
details and incredible included features, 
such as airy 9’ main-fl oor ceilings, fenced 
backyards and elegant master suites with 
private baths. Options include covered 
patios and 3-car garages. Its convenient 
location is near I-205, Vancouver Mall and 
local parks, just 20 minutes from the airport. 

Prices at the must-see community start from 
the upper $300,000s.

To the north in Ridgefi eld, Kemper Grove 
offers paired homes with three to four 
bedrooms and approximately 1,800 to 2,050 
square feet. Also priced from the upper 
$300,000s, these homes are located near 
downtown Ridgefi eld’s boutiques, coffee 
shops and restaurants, as well as I-5, golf, 
local wineries and the area’s hiking, fi shing 
and kayaking at the Ridgefi eld National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Richmond American prides itself on offering 
an impressive array of personalization 
options. Those who choose to build a 
new home from the ground up will have 
the opportunity to work with professional 
design consultants to choose colors, 
textures, fi nishes and fi xtures for their new 
living spaces—a complimentary service!

Homebuyers will also value the one-stop-
shopping convenience of Richmond 
American’s affi liates, HomeAmerican 

Mortgage Corporation and American 
Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Together, 
these companies offer a streamlined 
homebuying experience from start to fi nish. 
Potential buyers can speak with a loan 
offi cer at HomeAmerican Mortgage to fi nd 
out which options can be conveniently 
rolled into their mortgage payments.

ABOUT RICHMOND AMERICAN HOMES:
The Richmond American Homes companies 
have been building the American Dream 
for families from coast to coast for over 40 
years. With homebuilding operations in 10 
states and more than 210,000 homes to their 
credit, they pride themselves on attention 
to detail, quality craftsmanship and 
exemplary customer service. Their build-
to-order process helps homebuyers create 
inviting living spaces that truly match their 
lifestyles. Visit RichmondAmerican.com/
ClarkCounty to view all the builder’s Clark 
County communities.

Call/Text: 360.607.4100
Terrie@TerrieCox.net

VIEW OF RIVER, MOUNTAIN  
& CITY LIGHTS

• 1.59 Acre Lot with potential partitioning into 2 lots
• Prime Cul-de-sac location between I-205 and I-5 

bridges off old Evergreen Highway - it’s all about the 
location on this one!

1511 SE Hawk’s View Court, Vancouver, WA  |  $1,050,000
Video Tour: USA-Relocate.com

Licensed inLicensed in
State of WA & OR

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME HERE

About the SMALL PRINT
Dear Neighbors,
Welcome Jerud Martin to the team of 
experts on Real Estate Trends! I enjoyed 
your contribution last week!
�is week, I’d like to discuss the details 
about interest rates. I get inquiries about 
some really low rates that seem to be 
too good to be true. �at is the true part 

that these o�ers often that these o�ers often 
are too good to be are too good to be 
truthfully presenting truthfully presenting 
themselves.
Earlier this year in Earlier this year in 
April, buyers were April, buyers were 
locking rates to the locking rates to the 
tune of 10,000 more tune of 10,000 more 
rate locks for the rate locks for the 
same week over last same week over last 

year. Low year. Low 

interest rates created lots of activity.
You may be getting o�ers in your mailbox 
with super low interest rates. �ank you 
for sharing those with me. I’ve discovered 
many of the rates that appear seem better 
than anyone seems to have to o�er. In one 
case there was a 2.5 point buy down. �e 
interest rate was a great o�er, but the points 
killed the deal. In another o�er I reviewed, 
I had to go to a website to read the small 
print about the o�er. Start looking at 
points. It’s in the small print usually.
�ese o�ers have caught people o�-guard 
and can be deceiving unless you read 
the assumptions on the loan o�ers.  �e 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
reports that deceptive mortgage advertising 
is happening. Mortgage lenders must 
follow the Truth in Lending Act as well 
as the Mortgage Acts and Practices 
Advertising Rule; however, misleading 
information can �nd its way to consumers 

even while looking very o�cial. In fact, 
companies are ordered by the CFPB to 
stop misrepresentations of interest rates 
and estimated monthly payments, but 
often only after a person has had a bad 
experience.
One of the best ways to make sure that 
everything is on the up and up is to 
interview your mortgage lender and ask 
about the team and how that team is 
connected to your community. It makes 
it much easier to cross the t’s and dot the 
i’s. Next article, I will tell you more about 
Gretchen and Mariah who helps me at 
Peak Mortgage in giving full disclosure.
�ink smart about �nancial health. Choose 
an advisor who’s local. Call or email 
MPattullo@PeakMtg.com  
We lend where we live,

Mike

Mortgage Advisor  •  MLO# 229675  •  Peakmtgnw.com

Michael Pattullo
Peak Mortgage

Brought to you by 
our Mortgage Expert

Michael Pattullo:

360-607-9312

HOMES
columbianhomes.comFOR SALE  FOR RENT  HOME SERV ICES
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DON’T FORGET  
THE TEXTURE

Color is important 
when planning a 
container garden, 
but so is texture. 
This means the 
shape of the plant, 
the leaves and how 
it grows. Fall is a 
great time for tall, 

elegant ornamental grasses, and they also make great 
container garden centerpieces. Look for varieties like 
ponytail grass (stipa tenuissima) and purple fountain 
grass, with stunning deep aubergine blades.

CREATIVE CONTAINERS
Go beyond the basic flowerpot. With the right drill 

bit, you can turn just about anything into a container 
for plants. Think of particularly fall-like accents like 
plastic pumpkins, craft logs or a basket.

BLOOMING AUTUMN
Yes, there are still lots of flowers that bloom right 

through fall, depending on your growing zone. Look 
to plants with trailing blooms, like petunias, which 
also come in a dizzying array of colors. Snapdragons 
are another fall favorite and come in a wide array of 
fall shades, like deep red and vibrant orange. In the 
warmer South, pansies do well in late fall and autumn 
and come in a riot of colors to match every decor.

FESTIVE FOLIAGE
And there’s plenty of non-blooming plants to 

provide great color in your container. These include 
coleus, which comes in several bright hues; heuchera; 
stonecrop; golden leaf sage; flowering kale or cabbage; 
all kinds of ficus; sweet potato vines and many ivies. 
Just keep some of the more voracious growers, like 
vines and ivies, neatly trimmed.

MUMS
It wouldn’t be fall without mums. You can choose all 

kinds of colors. Look to bring home a plant that’s 
healthy and green with an upright attitude and lots of 
tightly closed buds. Make sure your container’s light 
enough to move easily; as the season wears, you may 
need to move your mum around to better growing 
conditions. Pair fluffy mums with wiregrass or 
creeping Jenny for an elegant look.

Fall, with its cooler days, just 
begs you to get outside and enjoy 

your patios and porches. And 
while spring and summer’s glory 

days are over, that doesn’t mean 
you still can’t add pops of color 

with container gardens. Here are 
some ideas for sprucing up your 

outdoor spaces with containers of color.

Fall Container 
Gardens

               The Columbian F3Sunday, October 18, 2020



A warm fire can make even the coldest winter 
day more enjoyable. Fireplaces may not get 
much use in spring or summer, but come 

late fall and throughout the winter, the fireplace 
can be a great place for families to gather. 

Before fireplace season hits full swing, 
homeowners might want to brush up on a few 
fireplace facts so they can safely enjoy nights spent 
sitting by the crackling flames. 

The Chimney Safety Institute of America advises 
homeowners with fireplaces to hire a CSIA-certified 
chimney sweep to clean their fireplaces. After a 
lengthly period of non-use, various issues could be 
affecting the chimney, many of which might not be 
noticeable to an untrained eye. Professional, 
certified chimney sweeps have extensive 
knowledge of fireplaces, making them valuable 
resources who can let homeowners know if any 
safety issues developed since fireplaces were last 
used. The National Protection Agency recommends 
that chimneys be swept at least once per year.

A full inspection of the chimney might be in order 
as well. Chimney service technicians will conduct 

thorough examinations of readily accessible 
portions of the chimney exterior and interior and 
accessible portions of the appliance and the 
chimney connection. The CSIA recommends that 
homeowners who plan to use their chimneys as 
they have in the past request a Level 1 inspection, 
which will examine the soundness of the chimney 
structure and flue as well as the basic appliance 
installation and connections. Technicians also will 
verify if the chimney is free of obstruction and 
combustible deposits. 

Homeowners also should inspect their chimney 
dampers before lighting their first fires of the 
season. Dampers should open and close smoothly. 
If not, a service technician can help fix or replace 
the damper.

Firewood is another thing homeowners must 
consider before lighting their first fires of the season. 
The CSIA says that well-seasoned firewood works 
best, noting that wood that is not well-seasoned 
will produce more smoke than heat. In addition, 
the home improvement resource This Old House 
recommends using dense wood that’s been split 

and stored in a high and dry place for at least six 
months. Oak is an example of dense wood that, 
when stored properly, can make for an enjoyable 
fireplace experience. Avoid softwoods like pine. 
Pine can produce a lot of creosote, which is a 
byproduct of wood combustion. Creosote is highly 
flammable, and as it builds up in a chimney, the 
risk for a chimney fire increases. Choosing the right 
wood, making sure it’s well-seasoned and having a 
chimney professionally cleaned can reduce the risk 
of a creosote-related chimney fire. A Level 1 
inspection should determine if there are potentially 
dangerous levels of creosote deposits in the chimney.

Before nestling up 
to a fireplace this 
winter, homeowners 
should consider a 
host of factors and 
safety measures to 
ensure their 
fireplaces are safe 
and ready for the 
season ahead.

A  P R O D U C T  O F  T H E  C O L U M B I A N ’ S  A D V E R T I S I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

Things to Consider Before Warming Up 
Next to Your First Fire this Winter
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