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As fall begins to bring 
crisp, cool weather, 
thoughts to turn 

to creating a warm and 
inviting atmosphere in your 
home. For many, that means 
a fi replace. 
But even if you have a traditional 
fi replace, those cozy nights beside a 
crackling fi re are often offset by the 
chore of buying wood and cleanup, 
to say nothing of energy effi ciency.

Fortunately, modern gas fi replaces 
are an excellent alternative to 
their traditional wood-burning 
counterparts. Gas fi replaces provide 
a clean-burning, energy-effi cient 
centerpiece that provides all the 
beauty and warmth of a traditional 
fi replace with the additional benefi t of 
saving on heating costs.

TYPES
If you’re considering installing a gas 
fi replace, you have two basic models 
to consider — vented and unvented. 
The experts as GasFireplaces.org 
provided these tips on choosing the 
right fi replace for your home.

Vented gas fi replaces use an existing 
chimney or small vent, similar to a dryer 
vent, for combustion and exhaust. 
They’re safe and energy-effi cient, but 
placement is limited to vent locations. 
If you already have a chimney, go 
with a vented gas fi replace.

Ventless fi replaces operate safely 
without a vent, which makes them 
easy to install anywhere in your home. 
They  operate similarly to a gas stove, 
releasing all the heat inside resulting in 
almost 100% energy effi ciency.

Both systems use gas logs — which are 
available in a variety of confi gurations 
and styles to create the look and feel 
you desire — and operate using an 
existing gas source or propane.

Choosing the right system for your 
home depends on your budget, the 
fi re logs you choose and location if 
you’re interested in a vented model, 
but the cost difference between the 
choices is negligible. A basic gas 
fi replace in either confi guration can 
be had for as little as $250, but deluxe 
models can get pricey — upwards of 
a $1,000.

BUYING A FIREPLACE
To fi nd gas fi replaces, check the ads in 
your local newspaper and look online. 
GasFireplaces.org recommends 
you choose a professional installer. 
Installation by a licensed installer is 
not expensive and will ensure your 
fi replace is set up properly and save 
you time and money if you experience 
problems later.

MAINTENANCE
While gas fi replaces are virtually 
maintenance-free, it’s wise to keep 
the fi replaces free of dust and dirt 
buildup by cleaning them once a 
month. If you use a vented model, 
check the outside vent and clear it of 
any debris. Cleaning the protective 
glass occasionally will keep it from 
becoming cloudy. Also, be sure to 
ensure the glass door creates a tight 
seal to prevent carbon monoxide leaks 
and check the gasket frequently to 
make sure it’s in proper working order.

Whatever model you choose, gas 
fi replaces are a great option to 
warm your home and create that 
welcoming ambiance we all hope to 
achieve this fall and winter.
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The ADU Trend: 
Accessory Dwelling Units 
Rise in Popularity
Many people are aware of the “tiny house” trend, 
but there’s an alternative housing solution that 
hasn’t gotten as much hype. Abbreviated as 
ADU, an Accessory Dwelling Unit is usually 
slightly bigger than a tiny house but typically no 

bigger than 800 square 
feet, according to most 
zoning laws. �ese 
types of dwellings are 
not a new concept at 
all but more like a 
modern spin on the 
“granny  at” concept 

of a self-contained 
dwelling on the 

same property 
as the main 

house, with a separate entrance, kitchen, and full 
bath. �e need for a�ordable housing, population 
density, and multigenerational living are some 
of the factors contributing to the growing 
popularity of ADUs. Local governments are 
getting on board with the ADU trend, passing 
measures that makes it easier for homeowners to 
build and rent out ADUs. With permits, cities 
make sure the units are safe and also capture 
property tax revenue.
Even if they can’t a�ord to build an ADU 
right away, homebuyers are considering ADU 
potential when viewing properties for a variety 
of reasons. Similar to extra living areas in a 
basement or above a garage, an ADU can serve 
several purposes. Grown children in various life 
transitions can live with their parents, and aging 
parents can live with their grown children—with 
more privacy, independence, and comfort for the 
whole family. Homeowners looking for another 
source of income can consider an ADU as a 
rental, or even make an ADU into their own 

smaller scale “dream home” and rent out the 
main house for way more than enough to cover 
the mortgage. 
From the outside, it’s typical for an ADU to 
look like a tiny version of the main house. Many 
homeowners prefer this and many cities require 
it, but it’s not always the case everywhere and 
cities are getting more relaxed on the rules as the 
trend grows. For the interior of an ADU there are 
many possibilities, with primary consideration 
on making the best use of space such as with 
an open room concept rather than hallways 
and enclosed areas. Also, vaulted ceilings and 
higher windows create a more spacious feel while 
allowing more natural light. Other space-saving 
tricks are recessed features and reach-in storage 
spaces instead of walk-in closets or mounted 
cabinets. Also, multipurpose rooms can maximize 
space, such as a laundry area in the kitchen.
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• EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOME OWNERS, BUYERS, 

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS OR HOME BUILDERS

The Columbian welcomes news about top agents, awards, community involvement and 

business announcements. Questions? Contact Krista Cunningham at 360-735-4583 or  

Krista.Cunningham@Columbian.com. Real Estate Notebook is a service of The Columbian’s 

Advertising Department and submissions are subject to editorial approval and will 

publish as space is available.

Real EstateNOTEBOOK
To promote your good news, call Krista Cunningham at 360-735-4583 

or email krista.cunningham@columbian.com 

columbianhomes.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOAN MEZZANATTO FROM JOHN L. SCOTT,  

RECIPIENT OF CCAR'S LEADER IN PROFESSIONALISM AWARD! 

A Leader in Professionalism exemplifies professionalism 
by protecting the interests of her clients and all parties 
during a transaction.

This is what is being said about Joan: "This agent 
is a co-operating professional and accommodating 
to special needs. She assists in getting accurate 
information from seller and supports the transaction 
with maintaining deadlines in a timely fashion and 
communicates well."

Wonderful location,less than 1 mile to I-5.Home is on a flat 

2.5 acres. Possibilities galore, open concept living area, 4 

bedrooms, 3 baths, large bonus/studio on the upper level. 

Vaulted ceiling in the living room with a wood stove insert to 

keep it cozy. Existing manufactured home to stay. 

$450,000

HOME ON FLAT             

2.5 ACRES

616 NW 184th St, Ridgefield

WOODLAND REAL ESTATE

MARY A. MEEKER maryameeker@gmail.com

 360-936-5797
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See page 5 for details
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Holt Homes, Wollam & Associates/ReMax Equity Group
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See page 5 for details
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NEW

Quickly fi nd your new home with SW Washington’s 

most comprehensive source of home data.

Your Way Home Begins Here

columbianhomes.com
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